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1. Model Details

Original 3D models of NSW Passenger Coaches - by Brian Bere-Streeter

These new coaches came about, because of a need to create authentic sets of coaches for use on the various NSWGR Microsoft Train Simulator routes. 

To allow the formation of authentic sets of coaches the following coaches were created:

	TAM – Sleeping Car – Red Cross livery
	BS – First Class Car – Red Cross livery
	AB – Dining Car – Red Cross livery
	PGH – Goods Brake Van – Red Cross livery

Having spent some considerable time repainting others models, this is another venture into building new rolling stock from scratch. They may not be the most detailed or totally accurate, but in the absence of other better models, I hope you enjoy running them on your NSW routes in MSTS – at least it gives a bit more variety and authenticity to your passenger train workings.

These models are for your personal use only, and may not be sold or distributed in any way without the original creator's permissions.
===========================================
2. Installation Notes

Create a new folder called << AU_nswAmbulanceTrain >>

Unzip the files into a temporary folder, then copy and paste all of the files straight into the new AU_nswAmbulanceTrain folder (check the name to be sure).

You will need to create either a new consist to use these vans, or add them to an existing consist. Consists are made, or edited, using MSTS Activity Editor or Carlos Gomes’s ConBuilder.

A sample Consist is included for Ambulance Train A2

PLEASE NOTE:

This set of vehicles forms only part of the full Ambulance Train – to use the included Consist, you will also NEED TO download Joshua Russell’s N-Type cars from the ‘Coals to Newcastle’ website – the file you are looking for is called   <<  au_ntype.zip   >> this file includes several N-Type cars, BN, FN and HFN, painted in Red Cross livery, and are to be used in conjunction with the cars included in this pack. 

The Consist also uses 36 Class locomotives from the Team-Alco payware pack – if you do not have this pack, you can easily substitute a pair of freeware 35 Class locomotives.

===========================================
3. Historical Notes

In 1941 during World War 2, the number of wounded military personnel (Army, Navy and Air Force) being returned to Australia for Repatriation increased to the point that it was considered necessary to create two Ambulance Trains for use throughout NSW.

In February 1942, two new Ambulance Trains, numbered A2 and A3 were added to NSWGR stock, and used exclusively for military transport.

To make up the new trains 16 N-Type cars were converted by using existing NSWGR Sets 113 and 114, and two cars from Set 111, and converting them to Ambulance Ward Cars – the internal seats were removed and a row of cots (triple bunks) were fitted down each side of the cars – some of the toilet/washbasin areas were converted to utensils and medical stores – one of the FN cars in each train also was fitted with a small operating theatre and sterilizing room at one end.

As well as the Ward Cars converted from N-Type cars, several other cars were modified for use by the Medical Staff accompanying the Ambulance Trains – each set had one TAM Sleeping Car, two BS First Class cars, one AB Dining Car, then the 8-car converted N-Type sets, followed up by a PGH Goods Brake van.

The formations were as follows:

A2 – Loco(s), TAM, BS, BS, AB, HFN, FN, BN, FN, FN, FN, BN, HFN, PHG
A3 – Loco(s), TAM, BS, BS, AB, HFN, FN, FN, FN, BN, BN, FN, HFN, PHG

Note: I have not been able to find any photos of these trains showing the locomotives – as they were introduced before the advent of the 38 Class, I am assuming that either one (or two) 36 Class or 35 Class locomotives were used to haul these long (for NSW) trains. In later days, occasionally a streamlined 38 in ‘grey ghost’ livery may have been used (the non-streamlined 38’s were not built until after these trains reverted back to passenger use). Standard goods locomotives hauled the train over the short branch line section between Rosehill Racecourse and the nearby Clyde marshalling yards, where the passenger locomotives would take over for the main line runs.

In late 1943, the two PHG brake vans were replaced by two LHG brake vans.

During WW2 the military took over the large Rosehill Racecourse in western Sydney (mainly as it was directly rail served, and had a long wide platform where road vehicles could drive directly onto the platform). The centre of the racecourse was turned into a vast 'tent city' and the main medical 'field units' were based there. Trains ran from the hospital ships in Darling Harbour to Rosehill, where the casualties were repatriated. Once the wounded were repatriated sufficiently, the ambulance trains ferried them to local hospitals near their homes. The principal traffic was from Rosehill to Brisbane and Rosehill to Albury (for transfer to Victorian Railways to Melbourne), however, the ambulance trains worked over all the NSW main lines, and some of the larger branch lines, as they took the wounded to major regional cities and towns with large hospitals.

These trains ran all over the NSWGR system – all starting from the wharves at Darling Island, where an Ambulance Train met an incoming Hospital Ship – the trains would then run over the Main North, Main West, Main South and Main Illawarra lines to principal regional cities and towns – when arriving in a specific town, the train would be staged into a convenient long loop or siding where a fleet of road ambulances would transfer the wounded personnel to the local hospitals closest to the wounded soldier’s home address. As each train ran to the end of its journey, the empty train was then returned to Darling Island or Rosehill for its next trip.

By late 1944, the need for Ambulance Trains decreased, and 4 cars from A2 ( a BN and 3 FN’s) were turned over for Military Leave Cars, the cots being left in place for sleeping accommodation for returning soldiers – in mid-1945, they were joined by another 4 cars ( 2 HFN’s, a FN and BN), and a further 8 cars in mid-1946. Military Leave Cars retained the white/light grey livery with the Red Cross insignia painted out. When military service was finished, the cars were re-converted and repainted into normal service Tuscan and Russet livery. All cars had been returned to NSWGR normal passenger service by late 1946.

Two last two FN cars were converted to RFN by adding a Buffet and were then added to Sets 110 and 112. 

Prototype information for these models has been researched from the following sources:

" Coaching Stock of the NSW Railways - Volumes 1 and 2 ", Cooke, Estell, Seckold and Beckhaus, Eveleigh Press, 1999 and 2003
" Time of the Passenger Train - First (and Second) Division" , Preston, Eveleigh Press, 2003 (and 2004)  

===========================================
4.   Copyright, Distribution and Terms of Use
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

These train models are released as Freeware. Copyright (C) Brian Bere-Streeter

As freeware you are permitted to distribute this archive subject to 
the following conditions:

- These models are intended for private, non-commercial use only;

- These models and any of their associated files may not be retro-engineered
  or used for any purpose other than its original intended use without 
  the prior written consent of the author;

- Persons wishing to repaint this model may do so by requesting copies 
  of the original texture files from the author;  all such repainted or 
  modified versions must acknowledge the author of the original work;

- This archive must be distributed without modification to the
  contents of the archive.  Redistributing this archive with any 
  original files added, removed or modified is prohibited without 
  the permission of the author;  in particular, this text in its 
  entirety must not be removed or altered;

- This model may not be distributed on CD without the prior 
  written consent of the authors;

- The inclusion of any individual file from this archive in another
  archive without the prior permission of the authors is prohibited;

- No charge may be made for this archive other than that to cover the
  cost of its distribution. If a fee is charged it must be made clear
  to the purchaser that the archive is freeware and that the fee is to
  cover the distributor's costs of providing the archive;

- This train is provided AS IS, I assume no responsibility or liablity 
  for any MSTS or system hardware/software problems you may encounter 
  after installing this train;

- By downloading and/or using this model, you have agreed with these 
  terms and conditions of use;

- The authors' rights and wishes concerning this archive must be
  respected;

- Copyrights: * MS Train Simulator, MS Windows:
                    Copyright Microsoft Corp 2002
              * 3D Model: Copyright Brian Bere-Streeter 2008
              * Textures: Copyright Brian Bere-Streeter 2008
              
  All other copyrights & trademarks mentioned are the property of their
  respective owners.
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